Competing “Narratives” of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
	Anti-Israel Position
	Anti-Palestinian Position 
	Co-Existence Position

	Israel was founded by European colonialists who displaced the native Arab population.  There is no Jewish people; Judaism is only a religion.  Israel was created in sin and should be destroyed or abolished by violence, by international decree, or by being flooded with millions of descendents of Palestinian refugees.
	Israel was founded by Jewish immigrants and refugees returning to their ancestral homeland.  There is no Palestinian people; they are simply Arabs who came to the region to share in the prosperity created by the Jewish community of Palestine.   There has never been a Palestinian state.  There are 21 Arab countries from Morocco to Oman; there is no need for a 22nd.
	Jews and Palestinians both have valid, though sometimes conflicting, historical and moral claims to the land.  A just solution involves two states for the two peoples, living side by side in peace and security.  The borders between the two states, and other outstanding issues, should be established through direct negotiations based on mutual recognition and trust.

	Israel is an illegitimate state, formed in response to European guilt over the Holocaust, at the expense of Arabs.
	Israel’s legitimacy is based not on the Holocaust, but on thousands of years of Jewish ties to and continuous presence on the Land of Israel.  Long before the Holocaust, the international community sanctioned the idea of a Jewish state in the 1917 Balfour Declaration and the 1922 League of Nations Mandate for Palestine. 
	U.N. Resolution 181 (the 1947 “Partition Plan”) established the principle of two states for two peoples.  The 1992 Oslo Accords reaffirmed this principle and created the Palestinian Authority as a precursor to an independent Palestinian state alongside Israel.

	The notion of a Jewish state, by its very nature, is racist.  States should not be defined by religion.
	The notion of a Palestinian people is a fictitious invention.  Until 1947, the only “Palestinians” were Jews living in British-ruled Palestine; the others were undifferentiated Arabs.  Israel is the only place in the world where the same people are living on the same land, practicing the same religion, and speaking the same language as they were 3,000 years ago. 
	Nation-states are defined by peoplehood, a self-described identity.  Both Jews and Palestinians are entitled to political self-determination, i.e., statehood.  There are 13 countries with a Christian official or state religion, 26 official Muslim states, and even 5 official Buddhist states; there is nothing racist or even anomalous about a Jewish state for the Jewish people.

	There should only be one state, an Arab and Muslim Palestine, in the land of Palestine.  Jews may live there as a minority, or find new homes elsewhere in the world.
	There should only be one state, a Jewish Israel, in the land of Greater Israel.  Arabs may live there as a minority, or find new homes elsewhere in the world.
	There is room for two states for two peoples, provided each acknowledges and respects the other’s legitimacy and sovereignty, so that they can live side by side in peace and security.


January 2011

© Copyright 2011 Nevet Basker www.broaderview.org All Rights Reserved

