Discrimination (Apartheid) Against Palestinians by Arab Countries
Palestinian refugees find themselves in a friendless situation. According to the UN, almost 1 million more Palestinian refugees live in Lebanon, Jordan and Syria (a total of 2,880,482), than in the West Bank and Gaza combined (current pop. 1,885, 128).  Yet Lebanon, Jordan and Syria governments enforce separate and punishing laws for Palestinians, in blatant violation of their human rights.
"Jordan is playing politics with the basic rights of thousands of its citizens.  Officials are denying entire families the ability to lead normal lives with the sense of security that most citizens of a country take for granted."
Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East director, Human Rights Watch
Full citizenship is prohibited for Palestinian refugees even for those born in Lebanon, Syria and Jordan.*
· In Lebanon, children of Palestinian fathers are not granted Lebanese citizenship.

· Jordan granted citizenship for 1948-1950 refugees, but later arrivals and their children are not. In 2010, Jordan withdrew citizenship from Palestinians refugees and descendent generations if their family origin is the West Bank or Kuwait.

· Syrian law grants citizenship to any person of Arab origin residing there EXCEPT Palestinians.
*Israel is not included as it granted all Palestinian full citizenship in 1948-1950.
Work restrictions hamper Palestinian refugee aspirations and force them to accept unfavorable working conditions. Most do not receive benefits such as health care or pensions.
· Until a few months ago, Lebanon banned Palestinians from 70 professions. Today, they are barred from 20 professions including that of doctor, attorney, engineer, academia, and most professional careers. Unemployment is 60% for Palestinians.

· Jordan bars Palestinian refugees and descendants from many professions including all government jobs.
Lebanon, Syria and Jordan all deny Palestinians and descendants the right to vote. They have no political voice. Unlike other immigrants, they do not have a right to reside in Lebanon and, in some cases, Syria.

Education is a major impediment. Palestinian refugee descendants in Lebanon are not allowed in government schools. They attend UN sponsored schools but the drop out rate is extremely high. In Syria and Jordan, those still in refugee camps must attend UN schools. Others often must pay excessive tuition to attend government schools.

 The right to own property is denied Palestinian refugees in Lebanon and many in Syria. Those in refugee camps in Lebanon may not travel and face armed guard checkpoints in and out of the camps. 
United Nations Mandate is Part of the Problem
The UN designates Palestinians refugees as permanent.  International law requires all other refugees to be integrated into their new countries within one year.

The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) was established in 1950 to provide emergency basic services – education, health, relief and social services – to registered Palestinian refugees and their descendants with a budget of $1.23 billion in 2010, rather than host countries. The US contributes about 1/3 of this fund. In 1950, the original refugee population numbered less than 800,000. With descendant, the population today is almost 5 million registered refugees.
Critics express grave concerns about that UNRWA obstructs normalization for the Palestinian people. A quote from James G. Lindsay, former General Counsel of the UNRWA summarizes the dire situation for Palestinian refugees, “No justification exists for millions of dollars in humanitarian aid going to those who can afford to pay for UNRWA services. In addition, UNRWA should make the following changes: halt its one-sided political statements and limit itself to comments on humanitarian issues; take additional steps to ensure the agency is not employing or providing benefits to terrorists and criminals; and allow the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), or some other neutral entity, to provide balanced and discrimination-free textbooks for UNRWA schools. 
With the above changes, UNRWA would be better aligned with what should be its ultimate objectives.

For the Palestinians it serves, this means ending their refugee status and returning, after nearly sixty years, to what most of them so desperately seek: normal lives.”
The pervasive discrimination against the vulnerable Palestinian people by Arab countries is unjust. It is equally unjust to assume Israel is the source of all Palestinian misery. It is incumbent on the Arab League to integrate the Palestinians and accept them as full citizens in the countries in which they live.
